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Dear Colleagues,
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Academic Senate strongly encourages asynchronous
instruction as a backup for any synchronous activities. As suggested in the attached ASUCI
report, instructors should be aware that students may be living in different time zones, have
work or family responsibilities that conflict with scheduled class times, and experience
technical difficulties. As a best practice, we urge faculty to make recorded lectures available
whenever possible and carefully consider how to best assess student learning during this
time.
 
Sincerely,
                                                                                                                  
Jeffrey Barrett, Chair
Academic Senate, Irvine Division
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September   7,   2020  
 
 
 
Academic   Senate  
Council   on   Educa�onal   Policy  
Council   on   Equity   and   Inclusion  
Council   on   Teaching,   Learning,   and   Student   Experience  
 
RE: The   Need   for   Asynchronous   Learning  
 
 
 
Introduc�on  
 
With   Fall   Quarter   approaching,   members   of   the   Associated   Students   at   the   University   of  
California,   Irvine   (ASUCI)   are   concerned   about   the   academic,   physical,   and   mental   well-being   of  
our   undergraduate   student   cons�tuency   and   fellow   graduate   students.   As   we   con�nue   to  
navigate   challenges   associated   with   the   COVID-19   pandemic,   there   may   be   some  
misconcep�ons   about   how   prepared   students   will   be   to   start   the   new   academic   year.   It   may  
seem   like   students   will   be   “refreshed”   and   eager   to   take   on   their   studies,   but   the   reality   is   that  
the   pandemic   is   not   ge�ng   easier   for   anyone.   Many   con�nue   to   struggle   with   food   and   housing  
accessibility,   job   security,   health   concerns,   and   varying   access   to   technology.   In   fact,   some  
students’   circumstances   may   be   worse   now   than   they   were   at   the   beginning   of   the   pandemic.  
Addi�onally,   students   are   located   in   various   parts   of   the   country   and   the   world,   where   their  
�me   zone   of   residence   may   impact   their   ability   to   thrive   in   the   ‘classroom.’   Therefore,   as  
student   leaders,   it   is   our   obliga�on   to   advocate   for   learning   condi�ons   that   will   ameliorate  
students’   concerns   and   allow   them   to   focus   on   their   health.   
 
The   purpose   of   this   report   is   to   inform   the   Academic   Senate   about   the   need   to   implement  
universal   asynchronous   learning   at   UCI   for   the   Fall   Quarter.   First,   I   will   share   the    pe��on    that  
members   of   ASUCI   circulated   among   the   UCI   community   to   garner   support   for   the   ini�a�ve.  
Through   the   pe��on   form,   ASUCI   was   able   to   collect   anonymous   tes�monials   from   students  
about   how   remote   live   lectures   will   affect   their   lives   in   the   Fall   Quarter.   Using   the   responses,   I  
will   then   highlight   the   main   concerns   raised   by   students.   Lastly,   I   will   open   the   discussion   for  
solu�ons   and   how   to   move   forward   with   students’   concerns   regarding   asynchronous   learning.  
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Pe��on   Text  
 
Dear   Academic   Senate   at   the   University   of   California,   Irvine:  
 
As   Fall   Quarter   approaches,   many   undergraduate   students   are   concerned   about   the   physical  
and   mental   well-being   of   our   peers.   It   is   essen�al   that   we   protect   not   only   our   California  
students,   but   all   students,   regardless   of   the   �me   zone   they   may   be   residing   in   this   academic  
year.   The   pressures   of   the   ongoing   COVID-19   pandemic   and   remote   classes   have   an   impact   on  
the   way   students   learn.   For   our   interna�onal   student   community,   there   is   the   added   pressure   of  
naviga�ng   the   new   ICE   modifica�ons   to   visas.   To   make   Fall   Quarter   more   equitable   for  
students—who   may   be   living   in   a   number   of   different   �me   zones— we   are   urging   you   to   require  
all   Fall   Quarter   classes   to   be   recorded   by   professors,   lecturers,   and   other   faculty   members   and  
to   not   require   a�endance   to   live   Zoom   lectures .   It   is   essen�al   that   students   are   able   to   access  
lecture   materials   at   any   �me,   so   as   not   to   disturb   their   day-to-day   responsibili�es   and   sleep  
schedules.   
 
In   addi�on   to   recorded   lecture   materials,   we   are   advoca�ng   for    flexible   finals   �me   frames   and  
office   hours   by   appointment ,   so   students   may   take   their   exams   and   meet   with   faculty   at   �mes  
that   are   suitable   for   their   �me   zone   of   residence.   
 
We   are   living   through   a   �me   of   increased   emo�onal   unrest   and   uncertainty.   Students   have  
varied   access   to   finances,   technology,   and   stable   living   condi�ons.   As   we   all    look   for   solu�ons    to  
alleviate   the   anxie�es   of   students,   we   would   appreciate   your   support   by   considering   the  
universal   recorded   classes   requirement.   
 
In   Solidarity,   
 
Signatories*  
--  
Signature   Totals:  


 
Undergraduate   Students:   1,832  


 
Graduate   Students:   14  
 
Alumni:   66  
 
Community   Members:   2  


 
 
 
*Please   see   the   end   of   the   report   for   the   list   of   signatures.   The   UCI   Campus   Directory   was   used  
to   validate   as   many   signatures   as   possible.  


 







 
 
Main   Concerns  
 
A�er   reviewing   the   ques�ons   and   tes�monials   submi�ed   by   students,   several   recurring  
concerns   were   iden�fied.   Following   each   concern,   I   have   listed   three   tes�monials   which   speak  
to   the   issue.   
 
First,    students   residing   in   out-of-state   and   overseas   �me   zones   may   experience   declined  
health   and   great   inconveniences   if   they   are   expected   to   a�end   live   remote   lectures .   Many  
students   worry   they   may   have   to   stay   up   late   into   the   night   in   order   to   par�cipate   in   class   and  
receive   the   necessary   informa�on   to   be   successful   in   a   course.   
 


● “I   was   required   to   be   present   for   a   major-required   class   from   3-4:30AM,   with   occasional  
unannounced   quizzes   at   the   start   of   class.   This   ‘learning’   experience   seriously   affected  
my   mental   and   physical   health,   and   I   would   never   wish   it   on   my   worst   enemy.   I   also  
learned   much   less   than   I   typically   would,   because   it   was   at   such   an   unreasonable   �me.   If  
the   lectures   were   not   recorded   and   provided   to   me,   I   would   have   never   survived   this  
course.”  


● “Taking   classes   abroad   is   not   only   adjus�ng   to   another   �me   zone   but   to   accommodate  
the   �me   schedule   for   two   �me   zones.   For   this   Summer   session,   I   have   classes   at   1pm  
which   is   4am   in   my   �me   zone.   The   class   ends   at   7am   and   I   o�en   will   fall   right   back   to  
sleep   without   breakfast,   and   I   will   wake   up   at   1pm   to   get   brunch...At   7   or   8   I  
immediately   feel   �red   and   need   to   sleep.   The   schedule   is   really   messed   up   and   I   o�en  
feel   really   �red   in   the   a�ernoon,   thus,   I   can't   focus   on   my   [work].   This   has   been   really  
overwhelming   for   me.”  


● “This   summer   session,   I   was   taking   a   9   AM   course   that   required   a�endance   as   a   part   of  
our   grade.   9   AM   is   reasonable   for   someone   in   PST,   but   I   had   a   groupmate   that   was  
always   �red   during   our   group   ac�vi�es   because   our   class   would   end   at   3   AM   in   East   Asia  
(due   to   a   15   hour   �me   difference).   My   professor   eventually   decided   that   he   would   not  
include   a�endance   in   our   grades,   but   s�ll   made   group   ac�vi�es   a   part   of   our   grade.   This  
only   solved   half   of   the   problem.   Our   group   ac�vi�es   s�ll   took   place   at   the   end   of   lecture  
and   would   be   due   soon   a�er   class   ended.   So   even   if   we   wanted   to   accommodate   our  
groupmate   by   working   on   the   ac�vity   outside   of   our   lecture   �mes,   they'd   s�ll   have   to  
wake   up   at   [a]   rela�vely   unfair   �me   (a   li�le   before   6   AM)   to   make   sure   we   submi�ed   the  
ac�vity   on   �me.”  


 
Second,    the   pandemic   has   caused   many   students   to   take   up   more   responsibili�es,   such   as  
working   part-   or   full-�me,   in   order   to   make   ends   meet .   This   may   cause   students   to   miss   live  
remote   lectures.  
 


● “Since   I   have   to   work   to   con�nue   paying   my   tui�on,   my   work   schedule   doesn’t   line   up  
with   all   of   my   classes,   so   I   will   miss   lectures   out   of   necessity.   If   teachers   put   up  
pre-recorded   lectures   this   will   help   students   like   me   to   not   miss   any   useful   material   that  
will   impact   both   our   grades   and   knowledge.”  


 







 
 


● “Aside   from   �me   zones,   this   quaran�ne   has   put   a   financial   strain   on   many   students  
including   myself.   As   a   result,   I’ve   had   to   work   extended   hours   to   be   able   to   provide   for  
myself   and   to   help   out   my   own   family   at   home.   Therefore,   having   recorded   lectures  
would   make   life   easier   as   it   would   allow   me   to   be   flexible   with   my   study   �me   whenever   I  
need   to   work   long   hours.”  


● “Due   to   the   pandemic,   things   have   been   very   difficult   financially.   I   support   recorded  
lectures   because   they   would   allow   me   to   work   to   support   myself   without   the   anxiety   of  
having   to   miss   a   class.   Without   recorded   lectures,   I’d   have   to   choose   between   my  
educa�on   or   being   able   to   support   my   livelihood...This   is   a   really   difficult   �me,   and   not  
many   of   us   have   the   op�on   to   not   work.   If   I   didn’t   work   I   wouldn’t   be   able   to   afford  
food,   housing,   or   even   some   of   my   college   fees.   So   please,   help   make   it   easier   for  
students.   We   are   not   asking   for   recorded   lectures   because   we   are   lazy;   we   are   asking   for  
this   because   we   are   going   through   a   scary   unprecedented   �me,   and   we   need   the  
school’s   support.”  


 
Third,    live   remote   lectures   may   cause   an   inequitable   learning   experience   for   students   with  
unstable   internet   connec�on   and   varying   forms   of   technology .  
 


● “Students   should   not   be   required   or   be   penalized   for   circumstances   outside   of   their  
control.   Although   having   lectures   at   a   certain   �me   of   the   week   allows   for   more  
immediate   interac�on   between   the   professor   and   the   students,   it   is   impera�ve   to  
remember   that   many   students   reside   in   different   countries   or   are   in   environments  
where   there   is   no   stable   internet   connec�on   that   would   allow   for   them   to   par�cipate   in  
a   live-streaming   format   of   lecture.   During   spring   quarter   of   2020,   I   encountered   issues  
with   a   live-streaming   format   even   with   a   stable   internet   connec�on.   There   are   also   many  
students   that   are   in   unstable   living   condi�ons   and   are   unable   to   meet   basic   needs,  
especially   during   the   pandemic.”  


● “Live   lectures   can   be   faulty   due   to   bad   internet   connec�on   and   technical   difficul�es.  
There   were   �mes   where   the   video   and   audio   lag,   and   it   was   hard   for   me   to   understand  
what   the   professor   was   saying.   In   addi�on,   it   is   extremely   hard   to   concentrate   at   home.  
Having   pre-recorded   lectures   allow[s]   me   to   replay   certain   parts   that   I   miss.”  


● “I   o�en   find   it   difficult   for   me   to   concentrate   during   online   classes.   I   have   also  
experienced   �mes   where   my   internet   connec�on   goes   out   during   a   live   lecture,   causing  
me   to   miss   out   on   crucial   informa�on   needed   to   do   assignments,   tests   and   quizzes.”  


 
Fourth,    the   pandemic   has   affected   students’   mental   health   and   their   ability   to   focus   on  
schoolwork .   Asynchronous   learning   and   recorded   lectures   would   allow   students   coping   with  
mental   health   issues   to   access   course   materials   at   a   �me   when   they   are   be�er   able   to   focus   on  
studies.   
 


● “Situa�ons   are   much   more   difficult   to   control   right   now.   Personally   I   live   in   California,  
but   I   struggle   with   mental   health   issues   that   have   heightened   much   more   since   the   start  
of   the   pandemic.   This   has   greatly   affected   my   mo�va�on   and   produc�vity,   though   I   


 







 
 


would   love   if   it   did   not.   I   am   a   3.8   GPA   student   going   into   my   fourth   year,   pursuing   two  
majors   and   a   minor,   so   my   academics   are   not   something   I   take   lightly.   I   hope   you   are  
willing   to   accommodate   in   this   way,   not   only   for   interna�onal   students,   but   for   students  
who   struggle   with   produc�vity   and   other   mental   health   issues.   While   I   am   lucky   enough  
not   to   be   living   at   home   with   my   parents   for   the   Fall   (hopefully),   I   struggled   a   lot   with  
family   issues   during   the   Spring   Quarter   at   home,   and   having   lectures   recorded   allowed  
me   to   more   easily   have   the   content   for   me   in   case   I   couldn't   make   it   to   class,   needed   to  
listen   to   the   material   again,   or   hear   the   professor's   explana�ons   at   a   slower   speed.   I  
think   this   is   a   great   use   of   online   learning   as   well,   since   this   change   already   comes   with  
its   challenges   of   communica�on   and   learning.”  


● “Following   the   lockdown,   my   depression   surged   back   in   a   huge   wave.   It   was   hard   to   do  
anything   now   that   my   schedule   had   been   taken   away   from   me,   hard   to   eat   right,   hard   to  
focus   on   my   school   work   and   hard   to   produce   work   that   I   was   proud   of.   I   would   sleep   for  
most   of   the   day   because   my   depression   made   it   so   that   I   was   apathe�c,   apathe�c   about  
my   educa�on   and   my   health.   Professors   who   had   mandatory   a�endance   in   the  
mornings   and   cameras   on   make   it   tough   to   stay   awake   a�er   class   to   finish   a   quiz   or   an  
essay,   and   I   had   to   find   out   how   to   readjust   myself   on   my   bed   to   not   fall   asleep,   as   my  
house   is   so   small   and   every   other   room   (and   I   also   share   my   room)   would   have   someone  
talking   on   their   own   phone   calls   for   work   or   Zoom   mee�ngs.”  


● “Some�mes   when   my   mental   health   isn't   at   its   best,   I   have   trouble   keeping   a   schedule  
and   making   it   to   lectures   at   the   �me   they   are   scheduled.   It   really   helps   if   they   are  
recorded   because   it   allows   me   to   watch   them   when   I   am   in   the   right   mindset   and   am  
able   to   focus   properly   in   order   to   learn   effec�vely.”  


 
Fi�h,    students   are   worried   about   their   academic   performance   in   the   case   that   they   or   a   loved  
one   fall   ill   with   COVID-19   or   another   sickness .  
 


● “In   one   of   my   current   courses,   the   professor   has   generously   designed   the   course   in   a  
way   that   if   he   were   to   ever   become   sick   or   unavailable   for   any   reason,   there   are   enough  
resources   available   for   the   students   to   remain   caught   up   without   his   presence.   Many   of  
my   peers   are   s�ll   working   as   essen�al   employees   during   this   �me,   or   dealing   with  
personal   sickness   or   death   within   their   families,   which   of   course   takes   �me   and   energy  
from   their   ability   to   learn.   These   circumstances   must   be   remembered   as   we   con�nue   to  
navigate   this   new   era   of   learning   and   remain   empathe�c   that   not   everyone   is   privileged  
enough   to   have   stable   internet   connec�on   or   a   permi�ng   schedule   to   a�end   live  
lectures   consistently.”  


● “An   immediate   family   member   of   mine   recently   became   ill   with   COVID-19,   and   luckily   I  
wasn’t   taking   any   classes,   but   of   course,   I   had   to   take   care   of   them,   and   this   caused   me  
extreme   emo�onal   stress   that   would   prevent   my   focus   if   I   were   taking   classes.   What   if  
this   happens   again   during   Fall   Quarter?   What   will   I   do   if   I   can’t   access   class   materials   due  
to   an   emergency?   And   I’m   in   the   [California]/Irvine   �me   zone,   so   there   are   so   many  
people   who   are   going   to   have   it   harder   than   me   in   different   �me   zones   with   different   life  
situa�ons,   and   they   need   the   support   of   the   university.”  


 







 
 


● “We’re   currently   going   through   a   stage   of   serious   unprecedented   healthcare   issues  
across   the   na�on.   We   should   an�cipate   these   obstacles   for   all   students,   requiring  
lectures   to   be   recorded   in   the   case   students   fall   behind   due   to   a   sickness.”  


 
Sixth,    students   find   that   having   access   to   recorded   lecture   materials   would   allow   them   to  
perform   be�er   in   class   and   improve   their   study   habits .   Everyone   learns   differently,   and  
students   may   be   living   in   different   circumstances   that   make   remote   learning   more   difficult.  
 


● “It   is   absolutely   crucial   that   lectures   are   pre-recorded.   With   everything   going   on   in   the  
world,   everyone   has   their   own   fair   share   of   complica�ons.   UCI   students   deserve   to  
receive   an   educa�on   in   an   empathe�c   way.   There   is   no   doubt   in   my   mind   that   a  
professor’s   compassion   can   go   a   long   way   for   their   students.   Having   all   my   classes   last  
quarter   [pre-record]   lectures   helped   me   manage   my   �me   be�er   and   s�ll   tend   to   the  
massive   damage   the   pandemic   has   brought   upon   my   family.   I   really   hope   that   UCI  
considers   the   students   above   all   else.   A�er   all,   a   school   may   be   a   business   but   its   goal   is  
to   teach.”  


● “I   have   the   disability   where   I   cannot   maintain   my   focus   and   I   tend   to   lose   track   of   what  
people   are   saying.   I   get   temporarily   deaf   and   can't   hear   and   process   the   words   so  
recorded   lectures   really   helped   me.   I   rewind   the   videos   so   many   �mes   to   understand  
what   people   are   saying   in   lecture,   spending   the   50   minute   video   for   at   least   2   hours   to  
understand.   This   is   be�er   than   having   no   idea   what   professors   taught.”  


● “I   am   the   second   oldest   of   eight   children   and   help   my   parents   care   for   my   younger  
siblings,   so   when   I   am   living   at   home   my   �me   generally   is   not   my   own.   My   grandparents  
have   also   recently   moved   in   with   my   family   due   to   their   declining   health.   Between   young  
ones   having   tantrums,   homeschooling   everyone   (their   schools   have   announced   that  
they   will   also   be   online),   and   caring   for   my   grandparents,   I   cannot   guarantee   that   I   will  
be   able   to   make   all   scheduled   Zoom   lectures.   Recording   lectures   allows   for   me   to   have  
the   opportunity   to   s�ll   con�nue   my   educa�on   while   living   at   home   due   to   the  
pandemic.”  


 
Many   more   issues   were   shared   through   the   tes�monials,   but   these   six   concerns   were   among  
the   most   common.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 







 
 
Solu�ons  
 
With   UCI   students’   concerns   in   mind,    the   ideal   outcome   of   ASUCI’S   collabora�on   with   the  
Academic   Senate   would   be   to   require   all   classes   at   UCI   to   abide   by   asynchronous   learning  
prac�ces   and   provide   all   lecture   materials   in   some   recorded   format .   However,   as   the   school  
year   quickly   approaches,   we   understand   that   such   a   large   academic   policy   would   take   much  
work   to   accomplish.   
 
In   the   pe��on   tes�monials,   some   students   recognized   the   value   of   having   live   Zoom   lectures   for  
par�cular   classes.   Engaging   in   dialogue   with   professors   and   classmates   would   provide   students  
with   the   social   interac�on   they   may   not   be   able   to   get   otherwise   because   of   physical   distancing.  
However,   students   also   acknowledge   that   requiring   a�endance   for   live   remote   lectures   is   not  
feasible   for   all   students   at   this   �me.   
 
To   best   serve   our   campus   community,   this   academic   year   should   be   treated   as   a   year   for  
recovery.   With   the   Academic   Senate’s   support,   ASUCI   leaders   hope   to   find   an   appropriate  
solu�on   and   address   students’   concerns   regarding   lecture   materials   in   �me   for   Fall   Quarter.  
Such   a   task   requires   us   to   recognize   that   life   is   not   what   it   once   was   and   to   address   these  
circumstances   with   great   empathy,   resiliency,   and   flexibility.   I   hope   you   will   join   us   in   crea�ng   a  
more   equitable   and   enjoyable   academic   experience   for   all   students.   
 
Sincerely,   
 


 
 
Reema   Saad  
At-Large   Senator  
Associated   Students   at   the   University   of   California,   Irvine  
 
 
CC:    ASUCI  
        Michelle   Mallari,   President  
        Alan   Calderon,   External   Vice   President  
        Hannah   Quach,   Internal   Vice   President  
        Phil   De   Vera,   Academic   Affairs   Vice   President  
        Isabelle   Lee,   Student   Advocate   General  
        Danni   Xu,   Interna�onal   Senator  
        Kevin   Si,   Educa�on   Senator  
        YiHao   Huang,   Interna�onal   Student   Advocacy   Officer  


 







 
 


Pe��on   Signatures   
 
Undergraduate   Students   (1,832)  
 
Aaliyah   Boykins  
Aaliyah   Eslava-DeAnda   
Aaron   Amin  
Aaron   John   Garcia  
Abbigail   Shafer  
Abigail   Sosa  
Abiha   Ahmad  
Abraham   Espinosa  
Abril   Perez   Vivar  
Adaeze   Oduma  
Adam   Sandoval  
Adia   Hong  
Adi�   Pai  
Adrian   Gomez  
Adrianna   Marroquin  
Advay   Anand  
Agus�n   Wong  
Ahtziri   Rios-Aguirre  
Aina   Jinguji  
Airong   Li  
Aishu   Parsuram   
Ai-Vi   Luu   
Ajay   Demesa  
Ajay   Deswal  
Akua   Kesewa-Agyeman   
Alan   Calderon   
Alan   Le  
Alanna   Fernandez  
Alan   Rebollo   Ibarra  
Alara   Dorais  
Alberto   Flores  
Aleena   Siritanapivat  
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September   7,   2020  
 
 
 
Academic   Senate  
Council   on   Educa�onal   Policy  
Council   on   Equity   and   Inclusion  
Council   on   Teaching,   Learning,   and   Student   Experience  
 
RE: The   Need   for   Asynchronous   Learning  
 
 
 
Introduc�on  
 
With   Fall   Quarter   approaching,   members   of   the   Associated   Students   at   the   University   of  
California,   Irvine   (ASUCI)   are   concerned   about   the   academic,   physical,   and   mental   well-being   of  
our   undergraduate   student   cons�tuency   and   fellow   graduate   students.   As   we   con�nue   to  
navigate   challenges   associated   with   the   COVID-19   pandemic,   there   may   be   some  
misconcep�ons   about   how   prepared   students   will   be   to   start   the   new   academic   year.   It   may  
seem   like   students   will   be   “refreshed”   and   eager   to   take   on   their   studies,   but   the   reality   is   that  
the   pandemic   is   not   ge�ng   easier   for   anyone.   Many   con�nue   to   struggle   with   food   and   housing  
accessibility,   job   security,   health   concerns,   and   varying   access   to   technology.   In   fact,   some  
students’   circumstances   may   be   worse   now   than   they   were   at   the   beginning   of   the   pandemic.  
Addi�onally,   students   are   located   in   various   parts   of   the   country   and   the   world,   where   their  
�me   zone   of   residence   may   impact   their   ability   to   thrive   in   the   ‘classroom.’   Therefore,   as  
student   leaders,   it   is   our   obliga�on   to   advocate   for   learning   condi�ons   that   will   ameliorate  
students’   concerns   and   allow   them   to   focus   on   their   health.   
 
The   purpose   of   this   report   is   to   inform   the   Academic   Senate   about   the   need   to   implement  
universal   asynchronous   learning   at   UCI   for   the   Fall   Quarter.   First,   I   will   share   the    pe��on    that  
members   of   ASUCI   circulated   among   the   UCI   community   to   garner   support   for   the   ini�a�ve.  
Through   the   pe��on   form,   ASUCI   was   able   to   collect   anonymous   tes�monials   from   students  
about   how   remote   live   lectures   will   affect   their   lives   in   the   Fall   Quarter.   Using   the   responses,   I  
will   then   highlight   the   main   concerns   raised   by   students.   Lastly,   I   will   open   the   discussion   for  
solu�ons   and   how   to   move   forward   with   students’   concerns   regarding   asynchronous   learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.gle/hLiZebSMbnxFpYRE7


 
 
Pe��on   Text  
 
Dear   Academic   Senate   at   the   University   of   California,   Irvine:  
 
As   Fall   Quarter   approaches,   many   undergraduate   students   are   concerned   about   the   physical  
and   mental   well-being   of   our   peers.   It   is   essen�al   that   we   protect   not   only   our   California  
students,   but   all   students,   regardless   of   the   �me   zone   they   may   be   residing   in   this   academic  
year.   The   pressures   of   the   ongoing   COVID-19   pandemic   and   remote   classes   have   an   impact   on  
the   way   students   learn.   For   our   interna�onal   student   community,   there   is   the   added   pressure   of  
naviga�ng   the   new   ICE   modifica�ons   to   visas.   To   make   Fall   Quarter   more   equitable   for  
students—who   may   be   living   in   a   number   of   different   �me   zones— we   are   urging   you   to   require  
all   Fall   Quarter   classes   to   be   recorded   by   professors,   lecturers,   and   other   faculty   members   and  
to   not   require   a�endance   to   live   Zoom   lectures .   It   is   essen�al   that   students   are   able   to   access  
lecture   materials   at   any   �me,   so   as   not   to   disturb   their   day-to-day   responsibili�es   and   sleep  
schedules.   
 
In   addi�on   to   recorded   lecture   materials,   we   are   advoca�ng   for    flexible   finals   �me   frames   and  
office   hours   by   appointment ,   so   students   may   take   their   exams   and   meet   with   faculty   at   �mes  
that   are   suitable   for   their   �me   zone   of   residence.   
 
We   are   living   through   a   �me   of   increased   emo�onal   unrest   and   uncertainty.   Students   have  
varied   access   to   finances,   technology,   and   stable   living   condi�ons.   As   we   all    look   for   solu�ons    to  
alleviate   the   anxie�es   of   students,   we   would   appreciate   your   support   by   considering   the  
universal   recorded   classes   requirement.   
 
In   Solidarity,   
 
Signatories*  
--  
Signature   Totals:  

 
Undergraduate   Students:   1,832  

 
Graduate   Students:   14  
 
Alumni:   66  
 
Community   Members:   2  

 
 
 
*Please   see   the   end   of   the   report   for   the   list   of   signatures.   The   UCI   Campus   Directory   was   used  
to   validate   as   many   signatures   as   possible.  

 



 
 
Main   Concerns  
 
A�er   reviewing   the   ques�ons   and   tes�monials   submi�ed   by   students,   several   recurring  
concerns   were   iden�fied.   Following   each   concern,   I   have   listed   three   tes�monials   which   speak  
to   the   issue.   
 
First,    students   residing   in   out-of-state   and   overseas   �me   zones   may   experience   declined  
health   and   great   inconveniences   if   they   are   expected   to   a�end   live   remote   lectures .   Many  
students   worry   they   may   have   to   stay   up   late   into   the   night   in   order   to   par�cipate   in   class   and  
receive   the   necessary   informa�on   to   be   successful   in   a   course.   
 

● “I   was   required   to   be   present   for   a   major-required   class   from   3-4:30AM,   with   occasional  
unannounced   quizzes   at   the   start   of   class.   This   ‘learning’   experience   seriously   affected  
my   mental   and   physical   health,   and   I   would   never   wish   it   on   my   worst   enemy.   I   also  
learned   much   less   than   I   typically   would,   because   it   was   at   such   an   unreasonable   �me.   If  
the   lectures   were   not   recorded   and   provided   to   me,   I   would   have   never   survived   this  
course.”  

● “Taking   classes   abroad   is   not   only   adjus�ng   to   another   �me   zone   but   to   accommodate  
the   �me   schedule   for   two   �me   zones.   For   this   Summer   session,   I   have   classes   at   1pm  
which   is   4am   in   my   �me   zone.   The   class   ends   at   7am   and   I   o�en   will   fall   right   back   to  
sleep   without   breakfast,   and   I   will   wake   up   at   1pm   to   get   brunch...At   7   or   8   I  
immediately   feel   �red   and   need   to   sleep.   The   schedule   is   really   messed   up   and   I   o�en  
feel   really   �red   in   the   a�ernoon,   thus,   I   can't   focus   on   my   [work].   This   has   been   really  
overwhelming   for   me.”  

● “This   summer   session,   I   was   taking   a   9   AM   course   that   required   a�endance   as   a   part   of  
our   grade.   9   AM   is   reasonable   for   someone   in   PST,   but   I   had   a   groupmate   that   was  
always   �red   during   our   group   ac�vi�es   because   our   class   would   end   at   3   AM   in   East   Asia  
(due   to   a   15   hour   �me   difference).   My   professor   eventually   decided   that   he   would   not  
include   a�endance   in   our   grades,   but   s�ll   made   group   ac�vi�es   a   part   of   our   grade.   This  
only   solved   half   of   the   problem.   Our   group   ac�vi�es   s�ll   took   place   at   the   end   of   lecture  
and   would   be   due   soon   a�er   class   ended.   So   even   if   we   wanted   to   accommodate   our  
groupmate   by   working   on   the   ac�vity   outside   of   our   lecture   �mes,   they'd   s�ll   have   to  
wake   up   at   [a]   rela�vely   unfair   �me   (a   li�le   before   6   AM)   to   make   sure   we   submi�ed   the  
ac�vity   on   �me.”  

 
Second,    the   pandemic   has   caused   many   students   to   take   up   more   responsibili�es,   such   as  
working   part-   or   full-�me,   in   order   to   make   ends   meet .   This   may   cause   students   to   miss   live  
remote   lectures.  
 

● “Since   I   have   to   work   to   con�nue   paying   my   tui�on,   my   work   schedule   doesn’t   line   up  
with   all   of   my   classes,   so   I   will   miss   lectures   out   of   necessity.   If   teachers   put   up  
pre-recorded   lectures   this   will   help   students   like   me   to   not   miss   any   useful   material   that  
will   impact   both   our   grades   and   knowledge.”  

 



 
 

● “Aside   from   �me   zones,   this   quaran�ne   has   put   a   financial   strain   on   many   students  
including   myself.   As   a   result,   I’ve   had   to   work   extended   hours   to   be   able   to   provide   for  
myself   and   to   help   out   my   own   family   at   home.   Therefore,   having   recorded   lectures  
would   make   life   easier   as   it   would   allow   me   to   be   flexible   with   my   study   �me   whenever   I  
need   to   work   long   hours.”  

● “Due   to   the   pandemic,   things   have   been   very   difficult   financially.   I   support   recorded  
lectures   because   they   would   allow   me   to   work   to   support   myself   without   the   anxiety   of  
having   to   miss   a   class.   Without   recorded   lectures,   I’d   have   to   choose   between   my  
educa�on   or   being   able   to   support   my   livelihood...This   is   a   really   difficult   �me,   and   not  
many   of   us   have   the   op�on   to   not   work.   If   I   didn’t   work   I   wouldn’t   be   able   to   afford  
food,   housing,   or   even   some   of   my   college   fees.   So   please,   help   make   it   easier   for  
students.   We   are   not   asking   for   recorded   lectures   because   we   are   lazy;   we   are   asking   for  
this   because   we   are   going   through   a   scary   unprecedented   �me,   and   we   need   the  
school’s   support.”  

 
Third,    live   remote   lectures   may   cause   an   inequitable   learning   experience   for   students   with  
unstable   internet   connec�on   and   varying   forms   of   technology .  
 

● “Students   should   not   be   required   or   be   penalized   for   circumstances   outside   of   their  
control.   Although   having   lectures   at   a   certain   �me   of   the   week   allows   for   more  
immediate   interac�on   between   the   professor   and   the   students,   it   is   impera�ve   to  
remember   that   many   students   reside   in   different   countries   or   are   in   environments  
where   there   is   no   stable   internet   connec�on   that   would   allow   for   them   to   par�cipate   in  
a   live-streaming   format   of   lecture.   During   spring   quarter   of   2020,   I   encountered   issues  
with   a   live-streaming   format   even   with   a   stable   internet   connec�on.   There   are   also   many  
students   that   are   in   unstable   living   condi�ons   and   are   unable   to   meet   basic   needs,  
especially   during   the   pandemic.”  

● “Live   lectures   can   be   faulty   due   to   bad   internet   connec�on   and   technical   difficul�es.  
There   were   �mes   where   the   video   and   audio   lag,   and   it   was   hard   for   me   to   understand  
what   the   professor   was   saying.   In   addi�on,   it   is   extremely   hard   to   concentrate   at   home.  
Having   pre-recorded   lectures   allow[s]   me   to   replay   certain   parts   that   I   miss.”  

● “I   o�en   find   it   difficult   for   me   to   concentrate   during   online   classes.   I   have   also  
experienced   �mes   where   my   internet   connec�on   goes   out   during   a   live   lecture,   causing  
me   to   miss   out   on   crucial   informa�on   needed   to   do   assignments,   tests   and   quizzes.”  

 
Fourth,    the   pandemic   has   affected   students’   mental   health   and   their   ability   to   focus   on  
schoolwork .   Asynchronous   learning   and   recorded   lectures   would   allow   students   coping   with  
mental   health   issues   to   access   course   materials   at   a   �me   when   they   are   be�er   able   to   focus   on  
studies.   
 

● “Situa�ons   are   much   more   difficult   to   control   right   now.   Personally   I   live   in   California,  
but   I   struggle   with   mental   health   issues   that   have   heightened   much   more   since   the   start  
of   the   pandemic.   This   has   greatly   affected   my   mo�va�on   and   produc�vity,   though   I   

 



 
 

would   love   if   it   did   not.   I   am   a   3.8   GPA   student   going   into   my   fourth   year,   pursuing   two  
majors   and   a   minor,   so   my   academics   are   not   something   I   take   lightly.   I   hope   you   are  
willing   to   accommodate   in   this   way,   not   only   for   interna�onal   students,   but   for   students  
who   struggle   with   produc�vity   and   other   mental   health   issues.   While   I   am   lucky   enough  
not   to   be   living   at   home   with   my   parents   for   the   Fall   (hopefully),   I   struggled   a   lot   with  
family   issues   during   the   Spring   Quarter   at   home,   and   having   lectures   recorded   allowed  
me   to   more   easily   have   the   content   for   me   in   case   I   couldn't   make   it   to   class,   needed   to  
listen   to   the   material   again,   or   hear   the   professor's   explana�ons   at   a   slower   speed.   I  
think   this   is   a   great   use   of   online   learning   as   well,   since   this   change   already   comes   with  
its   challenges   of   communica�on   and   learning.”  

● “Following   the   lockdown,   my   depression   surged   back   in   a   huge   wave.   It   was   hard   to   do  
anything   now   that   my   schedule   had   been   taken   away   from   me,   hard   to   eat   right,   hard   to  
focus   on   my   school   work   and   hard   to   produce   work   that   I   was   proud   of.   I   would   sleep   for  
most   of   the   day   because   my   depression   made   it   so   that   I   was   apathe�c,   apathe�c   about  
my   educa�on   and   my   health.   Professors   who   had   mandatory   a�endance   in   the  
mornings   and   cameras   on   make   it   tough   to   stay   awake   a�er   class   to   finish   a   quiz   or   an  
essay,   and   I   had   to   find   out   how   to   readjust   myself   on   my   bed   to   not   fall   asleep,   as   my  
house   is   so   small   and   every   other   room   (and   I   also   share   my   room)   would   have   someone  
talking   on   their   own   phone   calls   for   work   or   Zoom   mee�ngs.”  

● “Some�mes   when   my   mental   health   isn't   at   its   best,   I   have   trouble   keeping   a   schedule  
and   making   it   to   lectures   at   the   �me   they   are   scheduled.   It   really   helps   if   they   are  
recorded   because   it   allows   me   to   watch   them   when   I   am   in   the   right   mindset   and   am  
able   to   focus   properly   in   order   to   learn   effec�vely.”  

 
Fi�h,    students   are   worried   about   their   academic   performance   in   the   case   that   they   or   a   loved  
one   fall   ill   with   COVID-19   or   another   sickness .  
 

● “In   one   of   my   current   courses,   the   professor   has   generously   designed   the   course   in   a  
way   that   if   he   were   to   ever   become   sick   or   unavailable   for   any   reason,   there   are   enough  
resources   available   for   the   students   to   remain   caught   up   without   his   presence.   Many   of  
my   peers   are   s�ll   working   as   essen�al   employees   during   this   �me,   or   dealing   with  
personal   sickness   or   death   within   their   families,   which   of   course   takes   �me   and   energy  
from   their   ability   to   learn.   These   circumstances   must   be   remembered   as   we   con�nue   to  
navigate   this   new   era   of   learning   and   remain   empathe�c   that   not   everyone   is   privileged  
enough   to   have   stable   internet   connec�on   or   a   permi�ng   schedule   to   a�end   live  
lectures   consistently.”  

● “An   immediate   family   member   of   mine   recently   became   ill   with   COVID-19,   and   luckily   I  
wasn’t   taking   any   classes,   but   of   course,   I   had   to   take   care   of   them,   and   this   caused   me  
extreme   emo�onal   stress   that   would   prevent   my   focus   if   I   were   taking   classes.   What   if  
this   happens   again   during   Fall   Quarter?   What   will   I   do   if   I   can’t   access   class   materials   due  
to   an   emergency?   And   I’m   in   the   [California]/Irvine   �me   zone,   so   there   are   so   many  
people   who   are   going   to   have   it   harder   than   me   in   different   �me   zones   with   different   life  
situa�ons,   and   they   need   the   support   of   the   university.”  

 



 
 

● “We’re   currently   going   through   a   stage   of   serious   unprecedented   healthcare   issues  
across   the   na�on.   We   should   an�cipate   these   obstacles   for   all   students,   requiring  
lectures   to   be   recorded   in   the   case   students   fall   behind   due   to   a   sickness.”  

 
Sixth,    students   find   that   having   access   to   recorded   lecture   materials   would   allow   them   to  
perform   be�er   in   class   and   improve   their   study   habits .   Everyone   learns   differently,   and  
students   may   be   living   in   different   circumstances   that   make   remote   learning   more   difficult.  
 

● “It   is   absolutely   crucial   that   lectures   are   pre-recorded.   With   everything   going   on   in   the  
world,   everyone   has   their   own   fair   share   of   complica�ons.   UCI   students   deserve   to  
receive   an   educa�on   in   an   empathe�c   way.   There   is   no   doubt   in   my   mind   that   a  
professor’s   compassion   can   go   a   long   way   for   their   students.   Having   all   my   classes   last  
quarter   [pre-record]   lectures   helped   me   manage   my   �me   be�er   and   s�ll   tend   to   the  
massive   damage   the   pandemic   has   brought   upon   my   family.   I   really   hope   that   UCI  
considers   the   students   above   all   else.   A�er   all,   a   school   may   be   a   business   but   its   goal   is  
to   teach.”  

● “I   have   the   disability   where   I   cannot   maintain   my   focus   and   I   tend   to   lose   track   of   what  
people   are   saying.   I   get   temporarily   deaf   and   can't   hear   and   process   the   words   so  
recorded   lectures   really   helped   me.   I   rewind   the   videos   so   many   �mes   to   understand  
what   people   are   saying   in   lecture,   spending   the   50   minute   video   for   at   least   2   hours   to  
understand.   This   is   be�er   than   having   no   idea   what   professors   taught.”  

● “I   am   the   second   oldest   of   eight   children   and   help   my   parents   care   for   my   younger  
siblings,   so   when   I   am   living   at   home   my   �me   generally   is   not   my   own.   My   grandparents  
have   also   recently   moved   in   with   my   family   due   to   their   declining   health.   Between   young  
ones   having   tantrums,   homeschooling   everyone   (their   schools   have   announced   that  
they   will   also   be   online),   and   caring   for   my   grandparents,   I   cannot   guarantee   that   I   will  
be   able   to   make   all   scheduled   Zoom   lectures.   Recording   lectures   allows   for   me   to   have  
the   opportunity   to   s�ll   con�nue   my   educa�on   while   living   at   home   due   to   the  
pandemic.”  

 
Many   more   issues   were   shared   through   the   tes�monials,   but   these   six   concerns   were   among  
the   most   common.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Solu�ons  
 
With   UCI   students’   concerns   in   mind,    the   ideal   outcome   of   ASUCI’S   collabora�on   with   the  
Academic   Senate   would   be   to   require   all   classes   at   UCI   to   abide   by   asynchronous   learning  
prac�ces   and   provide   all   lecture   materials   in   some   recorded   format .   However,   as   the   school  
year   quickly   approaches,   we   understand   that   such   a   large   academic   policy   would   take   much  
work   to   accomplish.   
 
In   the   pe��on   tes�monials,   some   students   recognized   the   value   of   having   live   Zoom   lectures   for  
par�cular   classes.   Engaging   in   dialogue   with   professors   and   classmates   would   provide   students  
with   the   social   interac�on   they   may   not   be   able   to   get   otherwise   because   of   physical   distancing.  
However,   students   also   acknowledge   that   requiring   a�endance   for   live   remote   lectures   is   not  
feasible   for   all   students   at   this   �me.   
 
To   best   serve   our   campus   community,   this   academic   year   should   be   treated   as   a   year   for  
recovery.   With   the   Academic   Senate’s   support,   ASUCI   leaders   hope   to   find   an   appropriate  
solu�on   and   address   students’   concerns   regarding   lecture   materials   in   �me   for   Fall   Quarter.  
Such   a   task   requires   us   to   recognize   that   life   is   not   what   it   once   was   and   to   address   these  
circumstances   with   great   empathy,   resiliency,   and   flexibility.   I   hope   you   will   join   us   in   crea�ng   a  
more   equitable   and   enjoyable   academic   experience   for   all   students.   
 
Sincerely,   
 

 
 
Reema   Saad  
At-Large   Senator  
Associated   Students   at   the   University   of   California,   Irvine  
 
 
CC:    ASUCI  
        Michelle   Mallari,   President  
        Alan   Calderon,   External   Vice   President  
        Hannah   Quach,   Internal   Vice   President  
        Phil   De   Vera,   Academic   Affairs   Vice   President  
        Isabelle   Lee,   Student   Advocate   General  
        Danni   Xu,   Interna�onal   Senator  
        Kevin   Si,   Educa�on   Senator  
        YiHao   Huang,   Interna�onal   Student   Advocacy   Officer  

 



 
 

Pe��on   Signatures   
 
Undergraduate   Students   (1,832)  
 
Aaliyah   Boykins  
Aaliyah   Eslava-DeAnda   
Aaron   Amin  
Aaron   John   Garcia  
Abbigail   Shafer  
Abigail   Sosa  
Abiha   Ahmad  
Abraham   Espinosa  
Abril   Perez   Vivar  
Adaeze   Oduma  
Adam   Sandoval  
Adia   Hong  
Adi�   Pai  
Adrian   Gomez  
Adrianna   Marroquin  
Advay   Anand  
Agus�n   Wong  
Ahtziri   Rios-Aguirre  
Aina   Jinguji  
Airong   Li  
Aishu   Parsuram   
Ai-Vi   Luu   
Ajay   Demesa  
Ajay   Deswal  
Akua   Kesewa-Agyeman   
Alan   Calderon   
Alan   Le  
Alanna   Fernandez  
Alan   Rebollo   Ibarra  
Alara   Dorais  
Alberto   Flores  
Aleena   Siritanapivat  
Alejandro   Mar�nez   Santos  
Aleksey   Soto  
Alessandra   Contreras   
Alessandro   Nicastro  
Alessandro   Verniani  
Alex   Alcala  
Alexander   Arias  

Alexander   Saravia  
Alexander   Tseng   
Alexandra   Estrada   
Alexandra   Huff  
Alexandra   Mar�nez  
Alexandra   Mar�nez  
Alexandra   Paulsen  
Alexandra   Shlosman  
Alexandria   Wall  
Alexandria   Wang   
Alexa   Pelayo  
Alexid   DeJoy  
Alexis   Anica  
Alexis   Bright  
Alexis   D’Alessandro  
Alexis   Leal  
Alia   Lorenzo  
Alicia   Drevdahl   
Alicia   Jean   Wilson  
Alina   Tu  
Aline   Pham  
Ali   Punsalan  
Alison   Chin  
Alison   Leocadio  
Aliza   Hasnain  
Aljon   Viray  
Allan   Na�vidad   Dizon  
Allen   Chao  
Allen   Jerard   B   Dineros  
Allison   Tilzey   
Ally   Kim  
Allyson   Lee  
Ally   Voo  
Alondra   Guzman   Loza  
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